April 28, 2015

ago. According to the Gerontology Research
Group, only one in 5 million people live to 110
years. Ms. Talley will turn 116 next month.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to submit an arti-
cle from the Detroit Free Press from April 7,
2015 recognizing Ms. Talley for leading an ex-
traordinarily full life and for achieving this
unique distinction.

[Detroit Free Press, April 7, 2015]

INKSTER’S JERALEAN TALLEY IS OLDEST
PERSON, GROUP SAYS

(By Bill Laitner)

The front door flew open as a reporter ap-
proached a brick ranch house in Inkster and
a voice called out, “C’mon in—I've got Time
magazine on the phone.”’

The speaker stood Thursday night over a
placid figure dressed in a pale pink night-
gown named Jeralean Talley, a bright-eyed
elderly woman in spectacles who—despite
her profound hearing loss—was fully aware,
relatives said, that she’d just been declared
by gerontology experts to be the oldest per-
son in the world.

“It’s truly incredible because Ms. Talley is
very aware of what’s going on. Her mental
state is very sharp,” said Michael Kinloch,
56, of Canton, a GM engineer and longtime
family friend of Talley’s through their
church.

“It’s unfortunate that other people passed
away, but this has certainly elevated her.
She’s feeling no pain. She just can’'t get
around like she used to,”” Kinloch said, who
sat on a couch as he gestured to the walker
that stood before Talley’s easy chair.

Talley, who will turn 116 on May 23,
climbed to the top spot after Gertrude Wea-
ver, the world’s oldest person for just five
days, died Monday in Arkansas. She was 116.

Weaver, who was born July 4, 1898, to
sharecroppers near the Texas border, was
also the oldest American. She died at 10:12
a.m. at the Silver Oaks Health and Rehabili-
tation in Camden, a spokeswoman told
KTHV-TV in Little Rock.

She was crowned the oldest just Wednes-
day after the death of Misao Okawa in
Japan. She was 117.

At Talley’s Inkster home Monday, a reli-
gious tapestry hung on the wall and around
the room were others signs of her devotion
to God. Asked for the key to her longevity,
she gave the answer she has given before:

“It’s coming from above. That’s the best
advice I can give you. It’s not in my hands or
your hands,” she said, pointing vigorously
skyward with both index fingers.

Talley, born according to U.S. Census
records in 1899 in Georgia, came to Michigan
in 1935 and said, “I've been here ever since
then.”

Her advice to the world on the occasion of
her having attained a new level of celebrity
was a rephrasing of Christianity’s Golden
Rule: “‘I ain’t got nothing more but to treat
the other fellow like you want to be treated.
You don’t tell a lie on me so I won’t tell a lie
on you.”

Talley is widely known among experts who
chart those who monitor the members of a
rare worldwide club—the one in 5 million hu-
mans to live at least 110 years. She bowled
until she was 104 and still mowed her lawn
until a few years ago, according to previous
Free Press reports. Equally amazing, Talley
lived alone until seven years ago, when she
was joined in the small home under the
flight path of Detroit Metro Airport jets by
her daughter, Thelma Holloway, 77, and
Holloway’s daughter, 26, who has added an
ever-smiling spark to the supra-centenar-
ian’s life—little Armmell, now 2 years old
and a frequent visitor to his great-great
grandmother’s lap.
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On Thursday night, Armmell showed his
elder his child-sized computer.

‘‘He’s fifth-generation,”” Thelma Holloway
said, as the two bent over the toy together.

Kinloch said he’s looking forward to tak-
ing Talley, despite her advanced age, on
their annual fishing trip.

‘“We go to a trout pond in Dexter. She real-
ly likes that,” he said.

————

RECOGNIZING WORLD HEMOPHILIA
DAY

HON. DEREK KILMER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 28, 2015

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to bring to
the House’s attention the recognition of World
Hemophilia Day, which occurred on April 17.

Hemophilia is a rare disorder in which an in-
dividual's blood does not have enough clotting
factor, causing them to potentially bleed longer
than someone not affected by the disorder. As
| have heard from my constituents, the health
problems endured by those living with hemo-
philia can be debilitating. These problems can
lead to seizures, paralysis and in some cases
death. Sadly, there is no known cure for the
disorder but treatment options can reduce
symptoms and save lives.

In recognition of World Hemophilia Day, |
ask that we remain aware of the burden of
blood disorders and their impact on American
citizens. In addition, on this day we should
commit ourselves both to ensuring our country
has the best treatment options available and
also to working for a cure.

WORLD HEMOPHILIA DAY
HON. JARED POLIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 28, 2015

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to bring to
the House’s attention the recognition World
Hemophilia Day which occurred on April 17.

Hemophilia is a rare disorder in which an in-
dividual’s blood does not have enough clotting
factor, causing them to potentially bleed longer
than someone not affected by the disorder. As
I have heard from my constituents, the health
problems endured by those living with hemo-
philia can be debilitating. These problems can
lead to seizures, paralysis and in some cases
death. Sadly, there is no known cure for the
disorder but treatment options can reduce
symptoms and save lives.

In recognition of World Hemophilia Day, |
ask that we remain aware of the burden of
blood disorders, their impact on American citi-
zens, and work proactively to ensure our
country has the best treatment options avail-
able, but that we also work for a cure.

HONORING G. OLIVER KOPPELL

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 28, 2015

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, as the Represent-
ative for New York’s 16th Congressional Dis-

E591

trict, | have had the distinct pleasure of know-
ing and honoring an array of incredible public
servants. But few, if any, have worked as hard
and achieved as much as my dear friend Oli-
ver Koppell has for the people of the Bronx,
and all of New York State.

The son of refugees from Nazi Germany,
Oliver moved to the Bronx when he was two
years old, and began a lifelong love affair with
the borough. He attended Bronx elementary
schools, graduated from Bronx High School of
Science, and, following his tenure at Harvard
University, where he graduated Cum Laude as
both an undergraduate and law student, he re-
turned to the Bronx to begin his life of public
service.

On March 30, 1970, Oliver was first elected
to office as a Bronx Assemblyman, and served
as a member of that legislative body for over
23 years. | spent many of those years as a
colleague of Oliver's, and was always struck
by his incredible intellect and undeniable pas-
sion for his constituency. His legislative record
as a Member of the Assembly was sterling,
and showed the breadth of his interests and
knowledge.

It was no surprise to me then in 1993 when
Oliver was selected by his colleagues to serve
in a higher capacity, as New York State Attor-
ney General. As Attorney General, Oliver initi-
ated dozens of public interest lawsuits, col-
lected over $100,000,000 for the state treas-
ury, and negotiated the largest environmental
settlement in the history of New York.

As a follow-up to his time in statewide of-
fice, Oliver returned to serve the local Bronx
community, as Council Member for New York
City’s 11th District. From his election in 2001
to the end of his tenure in 2013, Oliver was a
leading progressive voice in the Council and a
tireless advocate for the constituents he rep-
resented in the northwest Bronx. To see the
success of Oliver’s tenure, look no further than
his election results: he served three terms in
office with overwhelming support from the
community.

But for Oliver, no legislative accomplishment
can compare to his greatest success, as a fa-
ther and a husband. He is married to the love
of his life, Lorraine, and has three amazing
children, along with 5 beautiful grandchildren.
| have had the privilege of getting to know all
of the Koppells over the many years we have
known each other, and they are all truly won-
derful people.

This year, the Riverdale Temple is honoring
Oliver with a tribute luncheon in celebration of
his years of dedicated service to the commu-
nity. There is no more fitting honoree than
him. Oliver Koppell has been a true public
servant, an advocate for people from all walks
of life, a man of exceptional integrity. | honor
Oliver along with the Riverdale Temple and
wish to congratulate him on this wonderful,
and incredibly well-deserved, honor.

———

COMMEMORATING THE CENTEN-
NIAL ANNIVERSARY OF THE
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH OF WEST PALM BEACH,
FLORIDA

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 28, 2015

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and commemorate the centennial
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